
19th April 2020 

Second Sunday of Easter —Year A 
 

Life after Death 
 

This past week in our daily Mass readings, we have been reflecting on the 

accounts of post resurrection appearances by Jesus to his disciples. I always find 

these gospel readings rich in meaning, following the journey of Holy Week and 

the Easter Triduum. 
 

They have additional meaning for me this year as we embrace the ‘lock-down’ 

situation with COVID-19. The past four weeks have not been easy for anyone. I 

know from speaking with parishioners on the telephone and from email 

messages, that many of us are missing gathering as a community for Sunday 

Mass. We grieve at not being able to receive Holy Communion which is at the 

heart of our faith. We grieve for the lack of interaction with each other. We are 

after all social beings and we need to be there with and for each other.  
 

This social isolation can lead to many other challenges, if maintained for any 

length of time. It has of course been necessary and I am sure no-one disagrees 

with the decisions that have been made to ensure the health of all New 

Zealanders. However, it does come at a cost and I am particularly aware of the 

economic consequences for so many people. Loss of employment, business’s with 

little or no income. This will have an effect on so many families for a long time to 

come. 
 

In the coming days and weeks, as we begin to return to something of a more 

normal pattern of life, perhaps, we can reflect on the post resurrection 

appearances of Jesus. When all seemed lost to his followers and disciples, when 

they failed to understand what he was trying to teach them before his death, he 

makes these post resurrection appearances.  
 

This will happen with us. We have been through a difficult and dark time, people 

have been sick and some have died. However, as Captain Tom Moore, the 99 year 

old World War II veteran, who has raised so much money for Britain’s National 

Health Service, said: ‘We will survive this”.  
 

It will require a different outlook on life, to be aware of the needs of others and 

we will need strong faith. As Christians and Catholics, we have a great deal to 

offer. Our witness to our faith in Jesus Christ and our care of others, can give 

great hope to our secular world in the post COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

Father Barry Scannell s.m.  

Parish Priest 



 

Parish Office 

The Parish Office is closed but Father Damian and I are here in the 

Presbytery. We are answering the telephone and will reply to 

messages if you leave them. While we cannot come out to see you 

please contact us if we can be of any help by talking with you. 

Parish Newsletters 

Copies of the parish newsletter for the foreseeable future will be available 

via email. If you would like the newsletter emailed please contact the 

Parish Office, 844 2224 or email secretarycpn@gmail.com 

Livestream Sunday Mass from the Cathedral of 

the Holy Spirit Presbytery, Palmerston North 
 

On Sundays at 10:00am we will be streaming a live Mass 

from the Presbytery in Palmerston North. The video will be 

available to watch on our Diocese of Palmerston North 

YouTube page live or at your convenience.  

1. The Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Mass will be 

livestreamed each Sunday at 10am and it is also available 

as a recording on-demand.  

 Click on the link to watch: Cathedral of the Holy Spirit Mass  
 

2. Pope Francis’ daily Masses are now available online 

through the Vatican’s website and YouTube channel. 

They are expected to continue to be available throughout 

the upcoming weeks.  

     Click on the link to watch: Pope Francis’ daily Mass 

Catholic Parish of Napier  

Administration and Mission Centre 
As I indicated in last week’s newsletter, the Resource Consent for 

the building of the Administration and Mission Centre at St 

Patrick’s has now been received. This represents a significant 

amount of work over the past several months from many people 

including our consultants. These days it is never an easy task 

obtaining Resource Consent from local authorities for any project. 

I am delighted that we have been able to do so and that this 

Resource Consent is valid for the next five years. The next step in 

the process is the consultation with parishioners and unfortunately 

we do not know when that can happen. However, it will be a 

priority when we can once again gather as a community.  

Articles with Newsletter 

Today there are a number of articles with the newsletter today. 

1. Easter letter from Cardinal John Dew, the Apostolic 

Administrator of the Diocese. 

2. Weekly update from the Diocese of Palmerston North. 

3. Article from Doctor Richard Meech on the use of ‘facemasks’ 

during this COVIC-19 pandemic. 

4. Link to the latest fortnightly edition of NZ Catholic. 

5. Attachment: the latest ‘Nathaniel’ report from the NZ Catholic 

Bio-ethics Centre. 

We hope that you will find this reading helpful in this period of 

‘lock-down’. 

Sacred Heart College, Napier  
I hope everyone had a happy and safe Easter. Term 2 started on 

Wednesday with everyone learning online. Thank you to our staff for 

all the work they have been doing over the holidays preparing lessons. 

I thank the students and their families for their patience and 

understanding during this time. God Bless. 

Maria Neville-Foster 

St John’s College, Hastings  

Our students began back to school this week but in a way they have 

never done before. Our physical classrooms have been substituted for 

virtual ones as learning continues in lockdown. Our staff and 

community are in good spirits as we tackle this new way of learning, 

and while our community is separated physically we remain together 

spiritually. We ask you keep our teachers and students in your 

prayers.  Enrolments for 2021: We are working on enrolment packages 

for 2021. Once we come out of Level 4 and are back at the College, we 

will be able to start the enrolment process for 2021.  Any parents of 

Year 8 students wanting information please contact Deb Smith via 

email dsmith@stjohns.school.nz  

Conor Bolton (DRS) 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQsuh9V3w-WRG7yEAnAf_FA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCQsuh9V3w-WRG7yEAnAf_FA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MReAusoqzvk
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope-francis/mass-casa-santa-marta.pagelist.html


. 

Last Week’s Collection     
 Total - $4,275 

Readings 

This Week: Acts 2:42-47; 1 Pet 1:3-9; Jn20:19-31 

Next Week: Acts 2:14, 22-23; 1 Pet 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35 

NZ Catholic - Digital Link Below 
If you would like to receive a print or email copies of future issues 

published while churches are closed, supply your name and mailing 

address to admin@nzcatholic.org.nz or call 09 360 3067. Any papers 

supplied under this offer will be free of charge, while churches remain 

closed.  We are currently trialling an electronic version of our paper 

which, if it works out, we hope to put on our website, 

www.nzcatholic.org.nz and Facebook. This will also be free of charge, 

at least while churches are closed. Click on the link to a digital edition 

of the latest NZ Catholic: NZ Catholic Issue 587 

Planned Giving and Donations 

As we cannot take cash or planned giving envelopes during this time 

you are invited to make any donations to the Parish via internet 

banking.  

The account details are: 

Bank:                       BNZ 

Account:                 02-0630-0288045-09 

Account Name:   The Catholic Parish of Napier 

Reference:             Your planned giving number 

Code:                       Your surname 

If you are unsure of your planned giving number, or would like to 

contribute using direct debit please phone our Parish Administrator 

Carmel Jones, who is working from home, on 844 9424. 

Please note the names of our advertisers & remember to support them. 

Napier Food Bank 

In line with the government directive and as per instructions by the 

Napier Community Foodbank Board of Trustees the Napier 

Foodbank will be closing today for the next four weeks.   

Should you have an emergency need, The Salvation Army is an 

essential service and will be supplying food parcels for as long as 

they have food – not a limitless supply.  We will be supporting them 

as much as we can.  Their phone number is 844 4941 and 

people must ring them first. 

Congratulations 
We warmly congratulate Shirley and David Maunder, who 

celebrated their Golden wedding anniversary on Saturday, 18 

April. They were married on this day, 50 years ago, at the Old 

Church in Meeanee, by Father Brian McAloon. We thank God for 

Shirley and David’s commitment to the sacrament of marriage and 

their faithfulness and generosity to our faith community. We pray 

for them and their family on this special day. 

Priestly Ordination Postponed 
 

We have been advised by Monsignor Brian Walsh that the 

ordination to priesthood of Deacon Trung Nguyen has been 

postponed. The ordination was scheduled to take place on 18 April 

at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament in Palmerston North. A 

new date will be set at some time in the future. Please remember to 

keep Deacon Trung in our prayers. He is an outstanding young 

man and spent a pastoral year working in the Parish of Hastings. 

He has been appointed back to Hastings after his ordination to 

priesthood. 

http://www.nzcatholic.org.nz
https://www.facebook.com/NZCatholic/
https://pndiocese.org.nz/wp-content/uploads/NZ-Catholic_Issue-587_April-19-2020.pdf?fbclid=IwAR10Bh3E6wndnDRf_MyWvcoEGy4XjFPXr1UuZvOBR5K65G_9jymRvk-1Vj4


 
Mass Intentions and Anniversaries 

Recently Deceased: Dean Parker 
 

Anniversaries: Trish Coleman (16/04), Ania Aaron (18/04),  
Patricia Cooper (23/04),  Dan McGrath  (25/04) 
 

Prayers for the Sick: Margaret Minehan, Betty Pattison,  
Chris St Clair, Peggy Lynex, Marie Stanford, Leo Baltussen,  

Peter Israel, Pauline Salmon, Tony Murphy, Rosemary Martin  and   

Irene  Petzer. 

News & Events 

Weekly - Monday:  

 Divine Mercy Prayer Group, 1.30pm, St Patrick’s Chapel. All 

welcome.  Enquiries phone: Laurie 843 5754 or Peter 843 7433. 

Weekly - Wednesday:  

 Napier Christian Meditation Group. 10am, Knox Church, 

Ahuriri. Enquiries phone Kathy 844 4503 or Alison 021 414 357.  

 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Evening Prayer. 4pm, 

St Mary’s Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

Weekly - Thursday:  

 Taradale Christian Meditation Group, 10am, St Mary’s Centre, 

small meeting room. 

Weekly - Friday:  

 Youth Group, 6 - 8pm, St Joseph's School, Hastings, Paola 021 

079 0738 or Victoria 021 071 2898. 

Weekly - Sunday:  

 Samoan Divine Mercy Group, 3pm, St Thomas More Church 

Fortnightly - Monday: 

 Multiple Sclerosis HB Group, 9am-2pm, Heavey Hall, St 

Thomas More Church 

St Thomas More Lotto: 2020 Round 2 - Draw 3, Number 4, 

7 Agnes Cotton  

 

Spiritual Communion Prayer  
Spiritual communion is a traditional practice of uniting ourselves to 

God through prayer. As we are unable to receive Holy Communion 

at this time, the following prayer can be said while Mass is being     

celebrated online or at any time during the day.  
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion  

My Jesus,  

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.  

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,  

come at least spiritually into my heart.  

I embrace You as if You were already there  

and unite myself wholly to You.  

Never permit me to be separated from You.  

Amen  

Do you need assistance? 

Some generous parishioners have contacted us to offer assistance. 

They were thinking of our elderly parishioners who may need help 

with groceries, going to the pharmacy, medical supplies etc. 

If you are in need of some assistance please contact us here at the 

Parish Office and we will arrange for one of these generous 

parishioners to contact you. 

Caritas 
We live in rapidly changing times. The COVID-19 coronavirus        

continues to impact people all over the world. At times like this we 

keep in our prayers those who are sick, those caring for them and 

those who are facing fear, doubt or loneliness. If you would like to 

talk to us, please feel free to give us a call at 04 496 1742 or 0800 22 10 

22 or email us at caritas@caritas.org.nz.  

mailto:caritas@caritas.org.nz

