
22nd March 2020 

Fourth Sunday of Lent —Year A 
 

All Masses suspended until further notice 
 

The Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Palmerston North Cardinal John 

Dew has directed all parishes in the Diocese to suspend all public Masses and 

liturgies until further notice, due to the Covid-19 pandemic. This also applies to 

all Parishes throughout New Zealand.  

The effect of this instruction is: All Parish gatherings are suspended.  

This includes:  

 Sacramental programmes;  

 the conferring of First Holy Communion;  

 First Reconciliation and Confirmation;  

 Lenten programmes;  

 RCIA programmes; 

 the 2nd Rite of Reconciliation.  

Reconciliation will be available by appointment or at set times if it can be 

conducted in a safe way. 

Funerals 
The immediate family of the deceased (which must be fewer in number than 100 

or the Ministry of Health’s future minimum number) may gather for the funeral 

Rite, taking great care to practice social distancing. There are to be no prayer 

vigils the day before a funeral. The Rite of Committal will take place at the 

cemetery with the immediate family only. There will be no Requiem Masses at 

this time. 

Marriages and Baptisms 
Marriages without Mass and Baptisms may take place with immediate family 

members, provided they follow the regulations established by the Ministry of 

Health. 

Visits to the Sick and Housebound 
The pastoral team will make arrangements to ensure those who are sick and 

housebound receive spiritual care. Until things become clearer the ministry of 

Holy Communion to the sick will be suspended. Many rest homes and 

retirement facilities are already in ‘lock-down’.  
 

Parish Office 
The Parish Office will remain open but we encourage parishioners to contact us 

by telephone or email rather than coming into the Office. If you wish to read 

Cardinal John’s letter in full you can do so by accessing the Parish website 

www.cpon.org.nz and clicking on the link to the letter. 
 

Father Barry Scannell s.m.  

Parish Priest 



 

Caritas Lenten Reflection Programme Booklet  
We must now find ways to join with our communities of faith from 

a distance.  
 

Our Lent Reflection Programme booklet is a great resource for 

reading and reflecting on the Sunday Gospels for the remainder of 

Lent.  These are available to download for free.  
 

We can also send you a hard copy of the Lenten Reflection 

Programme booklet; give us a call at 04 496 1742 or 0800 22 10 

22 or  caritas@caritas.org.nz. 

Principal’s Assistant 
We are currently looking for an experienced Personal Assistant to join 

our office at Sacred Heart College, Napier. The hours of work are  

Mon-Friday, 8:00am - 4:00pm, term time only.  To succeed in this 

position we  are looking for you to have:  

 Excellent people skills with the ability to build strong positive 

relationships and outstanding communication skills. 

 Strong organisational and multi-tasking skills with attention to 

detail as well as a reliable, friendly and professional manner 

 Showing initiative and being solution focused 

 Expert in IT skills including Microsoft Office and navigating social  

media 

 Marketing and design experience an advantage but not essential 

 To embrace the Special Character of our College. 

If you are seeking a challenging role in a school environment, we 

would like to hear from you. A job description is available on our 

website.  Send your letter of application and CV along with two 

referees to kmcgrail@sacredheartnapier.school.nz Closing date 26 

March 2020. 

Weekly Newsletter Deliveries 

Over the past 35 or so years, a group of people from St Mary’s 

Taradale, has delivered the weekly Parish newsletter on a Friday 

afternoon. This was started by a group of mothers who had children 

attending Reignier School. Many of these mothers were still delivering 

the newsletter 35 years later.  
 

The newsletter is now printed on a Saturday afternoon (by a generous 

volunteer from the Parish). This is not a convenient time for many of 

those who made the deliveries. 
 

It is important for us as a faith community at St Mary’s to say ‘thank 

you’ to all those who have carried out this ministry over  many years.  
 

The planned morning tea to thank those who have been delivering the 

newsletters will be held at a later date. 

Care of Creation - Eco tip of the Month 

Check www.enviromentcentre.org.nz disposal of all electronic products.  

 Napier food bank 

The Foodbank is still operational. You can also drop donations at the 

supermarket donation bins located at New World and Pak n Save. We 

are currently low on sugar, jam, baby food and two minute   noodles. 

Thank you for your continued support.  

Parish Newsletters 

Copies of the parish newsletter will be available in each week in the 

Church foyers.  

Please note that the Parish newsletter is available via three different 

mediums.  

 it can be emailed to you by the Parish Office 

 it is available on the Parish website www.cpon.org.nz 

 you can received a copy at Mass 

If you would like the newsletter emailed please contact the Parish 

Office, 844 2224 or email secretarycpn@gmail.com 

Livestreaming Sunday Mass from the Cathedral 

of the Holy Spirit, Palmerston North 
 

This Sunday at 10:00am we will be streaming a live Mass 

from the Cathedral in Palmerston North. The video will be 

available to watch on our Diocesan YouTube page live or 

at your convenience. There is also a link to Lenten          

Reflection videos and playlists. 



. 

Last Week’s Collection     

 Total - $6,420 

Multiple Sclerosis HB Group Meetings 

Meetings will be held fortnightly on Mondays, 9am-2pm, at Heavey 

Hall, St Thomas More, to offer support and provide activities for  those 

with MS. They are  seeking a volunteer to help out with morning teas, 

serve lunches and assist with games, etc. This is a satisfying role. If you 

are able to assist, please contact Nicola 835 8542 or 027 240 6621. 

St John’s College 
Last week we were busy with three days of Year 9 camp which was 

held out at Riverbend in Havelock North. It was a busy three days 

for students and teachers alike. The boys had a great time and had a 

chance to get to know each other better and to engage with some 

Year 13 students. Our canoe polo players were involved in the 

Hawkes Bay Regional competition which our senior A-Team won 

and our junior team came third. On Sunday, our senior students, 

along with those from our sister school Sacred Heart College, joined 

the Paki Paki community for Mass. It is always enjoyable to see our 

students engaging with our Catholic family and the positive 

welcome they always receive.  

Caritas 
We live in rapidly changing times. The COVID-19 coronavirus        

continues to impact people all over the world. At times like this we 

keep in our prayers those who are sick, those caring for them and 

those who are facing fear, doubt or loneliness. If you would like to talk 

to us, please feel free to give us a call at 04 496 1742 or 0800 22 10 22 or 

email us at caritas@caritas.org.nz.  

Sacred Heart College 
Spirit of Sacred Heart is the name given to our school youth group. 

Students gather each Friday during their break to join for prayer and 

reflection. These gatherings are a way to strengthen fellowship 

between students of different year groups. It is also a way for  

students to support each other as they develop on their faith journey. 

Our year 12 students have been studying the renovations, fire  and 

rebuild of Saint Patrick’s Church Napier. We would like to thank 

Josephine Dobson and Trish Beals for sharing their childhood 

memories of Mass at Saint Patrick’s. Making authentic connections 

within our Parish community enhances the learning experiences of 

our students.  

St Vincent de Paul  

St Vincent de Paul St Patrick's group welcomes new members. For 

more information please contact Helen 835 7036. 

Planned Giving 
A reminder that all gifting received by 31 March is eligible for the 

2019/20 Tax Donations Rebate. To take full advantage of this, you 

are invited to ensure that your Planned Giving is up to date. 

If you wish a make a one off donation, you can do that before 31 

March and be eligible for the tax rebate. 

Receipts will be issued mid to late April for the 2019/2020 Tax year. 

St Mary’s “Keeping in Touch”  
 

Visiting is now underway, mainly in the Greenmeadows area of St. 

Mary’s Faith Community. Please continue to support this ministry 

with your prayers. 

“The proof of love is in the works. Where love exists, it works great 

things. But when it ceases to act, it ceases to exist.”  

Pope St. Gregory the Great  

mailto:caritas@caritas.org.nz


 
News & Events 

Weekly - Monday:  

 Divine Mercy Prayer Group, 1.30pm, St Patrick’s Chapel. All 

welcome.  Enquiries phone: Laurie 843 5754 or Peter 843 7433. 

Weekly - Wednesday:  

 Napier Christian Meditation Group. 10am, Knox Church, 

Ahuriri. Enquiries phone Kathy 844 4503 or Alison 021 414 357.  

 Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament & Evening Prayer. 4pm, 

St Mary’s Blessed Sacrament Chapel. 

Weekly - Friday:  

 Youth Group, 6 - 8pm, St Joseph's School, Hastings, Paola 021 

079 0738 or Victoria 021 071 2898. 

Weekly - Thursday:  

 Taradale Christian Meditation Group, 10am, St Mary’s Centre, 

small meeting room. 

Weekly - Sunday:  

 Samoan Divine Mercy Group, 3pm, St Thomas More Church 

Fortnightly - Monday: 

 Multiple Sclerosis HB Group, 9am-2pm, Heavey Hall, St 

Thomas More Church 

Monthly - First Wednesday: 

 Focolare Word of Life, 2pm, 555A Kennedy Road, 

Greenmeadows.  Contact Ellen Hewitson  844 5531.  

Monthly - Third Tuesday:  

 Focolare Word of Life, 7:30pm, 25 Birdwood Street, Taradale.  

Contact: Brenda  0211 69 99 89. 

Mass Intentions and Anniversaries 
Recently Deceased: Peter Fletcher 

Anniversaries: Eric Parkinson (08/02), Cathy Story (17/03),Vic          

Story (21/03), Shirley Yee(21/03), Charlotte Sullivan (21/03) 

Prayers for the Sick: Chris St Clair, Peggy Lynex, Marie Stanford, 

Leo Baltussen, Peter Israel, Pauline Salmon, Tony Murphy and  

Irene Petzer. 

Readings 

This Week: 1 Sam 16:1, 6-7, 10-13; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41 

Next Week:  Ezek 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 

Parish Notice 

St Thomas More Lotto: 2020 Round 1 - Draw 10, 37 Anne Sheeran 

Even though our Masses have been suspended, we will continue 

with Round 2, Most have paid Jan but still a few outstanding. 

Please get your $20 to Jan , text 0211 181 9910. 

Please note the names of our advertisers & remember to support them. 

Thought for Reflection 

“Whoever wishes to be my follower must deny themselves, take up 

their cross each day, and follow in my steps.” Luke 9:23  

Marian Mothers Prayer Group 

On Wednesday, 25th March, we will meet at 7 Tukes Place            

Greenmeadows. All mother's of young children are welcome.  

Contact  Rebecca 0211443753 

Lent Reflection 

“Lent is like a long ‘retreat’ during which we can turn back into 

ourselves and listen to the voice of God, in order to defeat the 

temptations of the Evil One. It is a period of spiritual ‘combat’ which 

we must experience alongside Jesus, not with pride and 

presumption, but using the arms of faith: prayer, listening to the 

word of God and penance. In this way we will be able to celebrate 

Easter in truth, ready to renew the promises of our Baptism.”  

Pope Benedict XVI  


