
 

25th December 2021 
The Nativity of the Lord 

 

Letter from Cardinal John Dew DD – Apostolic Administrator 

Cardinal John has written a letter to clergy and parish leaders regarding the 
appointments of priests in parishes for 2022 and other information. He wants us 
to share it with parishioners so that the people of the Diocese understand the 
challenge of staffing parishes. We have been very blessed in recent years to have 
generous priests from overseas who have served the Diocese so well. Some of 
these priests are returning to their home Diocese and to their families. The 
current COVID-19 restrictions on people entering the country makes it very 
difficult and almost impossible to replace these departing priests.  
 

You can see from the list of appointments for 2022 that many priests are caring 
for several parishes and communities. Most of us are no longer young and 
Cardinal John tells us that things will not get easier in the immediate future. 
Please continue to pray for vocations to priesthood and religious life from our 
parish families.   

Thank You 

I am very aware of the tremendous contributions that so many people make to 
ensure that the three churches in our Parish operate smoothly. There are so many 
people to thank that it is impossible to name you all. Much of this work is 
‘hidden and unknown’ and takes place each day without any fuss. Some of this 
work and ministries include: 

 the various committee’s who meet on a regular basis 

 ministries that are so central to our liturgical worship 

 those who wash and iron altar linen each week 

 the cleaning of our churches 

 the upkeep of the gardens and grounds 

 those who lead the Baptism, Sacramental and RCIA programmes 

 the St Vincent de Paul and Care of Creation groups 

 the recycle group 

There are other individuals and groups not named here. I thank you sincerely for 
serving the Parish in the work and ministry you undertake. 
 

I wish each and every one of you and your families the grace and blessings of 
Christmas. May God bless you abundantly for your generosity and goodness. 
 

 

 

 

Father Barry Scannell sm 
Parish Priest 



 

Singing for the St Mary’s Christmas Vigil Mass 
There will be no choir as such this year, but those of 
you who would love to join together to support 
congregational singing, please come along on Christmas Eve 
and we will sit in a group behind the organ. See you there. 
God bless. Lynda 

Care of Creation - Tip of the Month 
Reduce consumption and consumerism.   

(Ask.......Do I really need this?)    

Christmas Day Mass at Waimarama 
There will be a Christmas Day Mass at Waimarama at 9:00am. 

The Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions are grateful 
for the wonderful response to our Annual Christmas Appeal.  
The women and children in Myanmar and the Philippines 
will greatly benefit from your generosity.  Both projects 
support nutrition and health, in kind — shelter and food and 
support through education.  Thank you. 

On Christmas Day 2021 we celebrate the 160th Anniversary of 
the Foundation of our Congregation.  We give thanks to God 
for the many blessings we have received through our 
missionary endeavours and the generosity of our partners in 
mission.  Wishing you all a joyous and blessed Christmas. 

Blessings from the Mission Sisters of the Hawkes Bay Region 

Next Reuse & Recycle Tables - 16 January 2022 
The next Reuse and Recycle Tables will be on Sunday 
16 January 2022 at the 9:00am Mass at St Mary’s. 

We look forward to seeing you then with items to recycle  (all 
clean please): plastics marked with the 5 triangle, oral care 
products, breadtags, foil, etc. etc and reuse : items to be sold 
by the SVDP shop.  

Baptism Preparation Courses—2022 
The Baptism Preparation Course dates for 2022 are as follows: 

Sunday 6th March 
Sunday 1st  May 
Sunday 3rd July 

Sunday 4th September 
Sunday 6th November 

These will take place at the St Mary’s Centre, Osier Road, 
Greenmeadows at 11.30am. Parents wishing to have their first child 
baptised are welcome. Please advise the Office if you wish to attend. 

St Thomas More Ministry Roster  
The new roster runs through to mid Feb 22 - if on the roster, 
please make sure you pick up a copy from the Church foyer 
table.  

NZ Catholic - online edition 
We are providing, free of charge, a digital link to our 
latest issue. This issue has been produced by NZ 
Catholic’s staff, from our homes. https://
indd.adobe.com/view/7cf1046d-de15-49c7-9232-

0e8ea6146abf  Some headlines for this issue: Bishop Steve 
Lowe appointed Bishop of Auckland. Catholic groups back 
Matariki public holiday. Otago church closed after more than 
100 years. The saint who is behind the Santa Claus legend. 

As we await the Birth of Our Lord born 
anew into our hearts this Christmas, 
I wish to express my thanks and 
gratitude for the amazing support 

I continue to receive in my wonderful ministry as Pastoral 
Coordinator. Without your support I would not have been as 
blessed as I have been. Across the parish so many people give 
so much to others, in many and varied ways.  

All those involved in the Sacramental Programme, 
Communion Ministry to those at home or in care, Ministry in 
our Schools, thanks to members of various committees across 
the parish, all those who give so freely of their time in 
preparing and planning for daily and weekly ministries, the 
countless generous people on rosters. Then there are the 
cheerful phone calls and visits to the office, baking delights. 
The most gracious people I visit in their homes on a weekly 
basis. These are truly great gifts for me.  

I am genuinely grateful to be a parishioner and friend of so 
many in this generous and loving faithful Parish of Napier. 
Thank you and may you all experience a Holy and Blessed 
Christmas and New Year.  Sr Helen O’Sullivan RNDM 

https://indd.adobe.com/view/7cf1046d-de15-49c7-9232-0e8ea6146abf
https://indd.adobe.com/view/7cf1046d-de15-49c7-9232-0e8ea6146abf
https://indd.adobe.com/view/7cf1046d-de15-49c7-9232-0e8ea6146abf


Please note the names of our advertisers & remember to support them. 

 

Catholic Parish of Napier Administration and Mission Centre 
Many parishioners would have noticed that work has commenced on the new Administration and Mission Centre on the        
St Patrick’s site. It was hoped to have the concrete foundations and concrete slab poured before the holiday break. However, 
this didn’t work out because of the inclement weather recently. Work will begin in earnest on 10 January 2022 and the building 
is due for completion in June 2022. 
This will be a wonderful asset for the Parish. The Administration area will provide a proper workplace environment for our 
administration and pastoral staff. The Mission Centre will provide us with excellent facilities for educational, spiritual and 
pastoral purposes as well as hospitality. We will once again have a presence in the city of Napier – something that hasn’t been 
possible since 2015. 
We will be focusing on a major fundraising effort early in 2022 to ensure that we have a debt free facility. We will also be 
raising funds to undertake much overdue maintenance on the Hannigan Centre. 
Thank you to the people who have worked so diligently on this project over the past four years and to those who have already 
made a financial contribution to this very exciting project.  If you wish to make a donation the bank account details are: 

Catholic Parish of Napier – Fundraising 02-0630-0288045-015 



Mass Intentions and Anniversaries 
Recently Deceased:  Colleen Davies 
 

—————————————————————–————————————————————————————————————————-—–———–—— 
 

Anniversaries:  Rita Murfitt (30/12), Patrick McManus (17/01),         

John Marshall (19/01) 
——————————–————————————————————————————————————————————————————–———–——- 
 

Prayers for the Sick: Br Stu Cuttance SM, Clive Squire, 
Sue Lambourn, Joy McCann, Tamehana Manaena, 
Naomi Tong, John Malin, Heather Malcomson, 
Allen Murphy, Alan Gardiner, Dan Keating, Arapera Riki, 
Paul Diamond, John Zaloum, Colleen Parker, June Brodie, 
Len Gavin, Rosealeen Bradley, Barbara Triska, Ann Vaessen, 
Mandy Lane, Marie Stanford 

Please note the names of our advertisers & remember to support them. 

 

Last Week’s Collection 
 Total - $7,287 

Liturgy Readings 
This Week:  1 Sam 1:20-22, 24-28; 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24; Lk 2:41-52 

Next Week:  Is 60:1-6; Ps 71:1-2, 7-8, 10-13; Eph 3:2-3, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

Divine Mercy Prayer and Rosary 
Divine Mercy Prayer every Monday afternoon in 
St Patrick's Church 1:30pm to 2:30pm. Holy Rosary 
every Friday afternoon in St Patrick's Church 5:15pm 
to 6:00pm.       “Jesus, I trust in you”. 

Rosary Prayer Meeting 
Join us in Rosary Prayer for the unborn. Every Friday at 
6:00pm (or after Holy Hour on alternate Fridays) in 
St Patrick's Church. Families and young people welcome. 

Samoan Divine Mercy Chaplet and Rosary 
Samoan Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary every Sunday 
at 3:00pm at St Thomas More. 

EL SHADDAI DWXI-PPFI NAPIER CHAPTER 
Every Sunday afternoon from 1:00pm to 3:30pm. Praise and 
Worship and Bible sharing. Please come and join us in the 
Hannigan Hall or the meeting room of St Patrick’s. For any 
enquiries please contact Josie 022 6413687  

PLANNED GIVING 
If you would like to change from envelope giving to giving by 
automatic payment, please phone the Parish office 844-2224. 
If you wish to make a donation by direct payment to the 
Parish via internet banking the bank account details are: 
 Bank:   BNZ 
 

 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and  
Evening Prayer (Holy Hour) - St Mary’s Church 

Every Wednesday at 4:00pm in St Mary’s Church. 

2022 Columban Calendars 

The 2022 Columban Calendars are available from the 
Parish office and in the Churches $12 each. 


