
11th December 2022 

3rd Sunday of Advent (Guadete Sunday) 
 

Anointing Mass at St Thomas More 

After consultation with the community at St Thomas More I have made the 
decision to cancel the Anointing Mass scheduled for this coming Thursday.  The 
reason for this is that over the past few days there has been a significant increase 
in the number of COVID-19 cases throughout the country. It is important that we 
do all we can to protect each other and especially those who are older and 
perhaps more vulnerable. 

We will look for another date early in the New Year for an anointing Mass at 
St Thomas More. 

November Mass Count 

Each year during November the Diocese of Palmerston North undertakes a Mass 
count in all Parishes on each Sunday of the month. Since COVID-19 the number 
of people attending Sunday Mass has been much lower.  

This year’s count reflects some increase in the number of people coming each 
week, however, there is still a sharp decrease from pre COVID-19. The following 
table tells an interesting story: 

Sunday Mass Count 

     2018 1077 
     2019 1005 
     2020 1033 
     2021   370 
     2022   559 
 
Maybe we could invite a friend or family member who 
has not returned to Sunday Mass following COVID-19 for 
Christmas Mass this year. Sometimes it only takes an 
invitation for them to feel welcome.  

Catholic Parish of Napier Fundraising:  
02-0630-0288045-015 

 
All donations are tax deductible and will be recorded in 
your planned giving receipt at the end of the tax year. If 
you are not a planned giver a receipt will be issued for 
your contributions. 
 
 
Father Barry Scannell sm  
Parish Priest 

 

SUNDAY MASSES   9am & 5pm 

TUESDAY   5.30pm Mass 

THURSDAY TO SATURDAY   9.15am Mass 

SATURDAY   Reconciliation after Mass 



 

Carols by Candlelight 

A celebration of Christmas on Friday 
16th December at St Mary’s Parish 
Centre 7.30pm Carols will start at 
7.45pm 

There will be a Christmas supper following the carols. 
A small plate of Christmas treats would be appreciated. All 
welcome. Please contact Maryanne Macintosh for more 
details. 

 

Sacred Heart College, Napier 

Wishing you all peace and happiness at Christmas 
and throughout the New Year, we pray that God will 

protect you and your families. 

To our Year 13’s, we wish you every success for 2023 and 
beyond, also to their families, thank you for all your support 
in the past 5 years. 

Enjoy this special time with family and friends. God bless. 

Nga mihi 

Maria Neville-Foster -Principal, Sacred Heart College 

St Patricks School, Napier 

The busyness of the festive season is upon us as we 
prepare to finish our school year and also celebrate 

all that has been and all that we anticipate in this advent 
season. With singing practises and preparation underway for 
our prize givings, students are also focussing on the spirit of 
giving and raising money and bringing gifts for those who, 
for lots of reasons, struggle at this time of year. 

Our students are loving the opportunity to share in learning 
together as they offer one another their strengths and 
creativity. We are living in the spirit of this season and know 
we are blessed.  

We wish you all a very Happy Christmas and blessings for a 
New Year. 

Christmas Community Lunch 2022 

The Napier Community Parish lunch is back for 
2022.  

This year it will be held at a new venue Napier Old Boys 
Marist Clubrooms  

Please refer to the Poster at the Back of the Church for further 
details  

“I prefer you to make mistakes in kindness than work miracles in 
unkindness”  St Teresa of Calcutta 

Reignier School 

On Tuesday we held our first-ever Scripture reading 
competition at which our Oral Cup was presented. 
Our judges were very impressed with the high 

calibre of contestants. Congratulations to Scarlett, Emma, 
Liam, Rihannon, Hugo, Ada, Melissa and Riley for competing 
in the competition.  Scarlett Westaway was the winter.  

With only one week left of school, the children are practising 
for their Christmas showcase and our end-of-year mass. We 
welcome you all to come and join us in our Christmas 
celebrations together as one family, one faith and one 
community. 

The Society of St Vincent de Paul, St Patricks 
Conference would like to sincerely thank all those 
who donated food items via our food baskets, 
supermarket gift vouchers and all other assistance 
given during the year enabling us to help those in 

our community. If anyone is in need of help now or over the 
Christmas period, please either phone our Vinnies shop 
835 9854 or visit our shop at 102 Carlyle St, Napier who in 
turn will contact a Conference member. 

Wishing you and your families a happy and Blessed 
Christmas. 

St Patrick Conference Society of St Vincent de Paul NAPIER 

In Memory 

A service to Remember those who have died; 
especially those who have died over the last 
3 years of Covid. 

Waiapu Cathedral on Browning Street 

Sunday 11th December 

From 5-6pm 

All welcome to attend this ecumenical inclusive service    
hosted by our Anglican friends. 



St Mary’s SVDP Gifting Tree 

Midway through Advent, we invite you, our so 
generous parishioners, to consider financially 
supporting the low decile schools through their 

Hardship Fund which gives young students the opportunity 
to attend camp, sport, emergency food, clothing for school, 
books, pencils, paper etc; just basic needs. An envelope 
marked with St Mary’s SVDP Gifting, placed into the basket, 
through the office or into the box. The tags are on the tree.   

Thank you from the students, their parents who live on the 
poverty line and from us. God is never outdone in generosity. 
Blessings to you all. 

Please note the names of our advertisers & remember to support them. 

 

Faith is like a bright ray of sunlight. It enables us to see God in all 
things, as well as all things in God.    St Francis de Sales  

Sisters of Our Lady of the Missions Annual 
Christmas Appeal & Gift Giving 2022 

The Mission Sisters would greatly appreciate your 
support for our Annual Christmas Appeal and 

Gift Giving Projects for 2022.   

Two missionary projects, one in India South, the other 
Senegal, West Africa. These projects support nutrition and 
food for 30 villages, HIV-AIDS support and women’s 
empowerment, through micro credit activities.  

You might wish to support one of these projects and receive 
a voucher for your donation which could be used as 
a Christmas gift to family or friends. Please see the 
noticeboard for details or contact Sr Helen in the parish office. 
Any donation gratefully accepted. God bless you. 

Notices from Titipounamu Study & Joy 
Online Sessions (Evening) 

The Infancy Narratives in the Gospel of Matthew with 

Kieran Fenn fms. 

Monday, 19 December, 7-8.30pm. Koha/Donation. ZOOM. 
https://www.studyjoy.nz/events/the-infancy-narratives-in-

the-gospels/ 

Please keep in mind the environment 
when thinking about your Christmas 
gifts this year! Homemade, shop local, 

second-hand, edible, a living gift, drinkable, eco friendly. If 
you are stuck, the internet has some wonderful ideas. Also; 
remember to think eco when you wrap. Used wrapping 
paper, newspaper, material, greenery! 

Reuse & Recycle Tables 

Next Sunday 18 December at the 9.00am Mass at St Mary’s we 
will have the Reuse and Recycle Tables set up again. 
Remember what you can bring for recycling (all clean please) 
Colgate oral care products, soft plastics bread tags, foil, 
aluminium tabs & lids, steel lids & caps etc. Not sure what to 
bring? Check on the Parish website under Care of Creation or 
ask those behind the Tables. For reuse: items to be sold by the 
SVDP shop. 

St Patrick’s St Vincent de Paul 

This year our gifting tree had tags attached 
to it from two organisations in our 
community, St Vincent de Paul and the 

Napier Family Centre.  

Gifts for the Napier Family Centre need to be left at the tree 
this weekend, Sunday 11 December.  

Its not too late to send donations direct to the St Vincent 
de Paul bank account. If you require a tax receipt please give 
your name in the reference line. St Patricks Conference 
St Vincent de Paul Society 01-0697-0047086-00  

Thank you in advance on behalf of all those who will be 
receiving a Christmas gift from our parish this year.  

https://www.studyjoy.nz/events/the-infancy-narratives-in-the-gospels/
https://www.studyjoy.nz/events/the-infancy-narratives-in-the-gospels/


Mass Intentions and Anniversaries 
 
 

Recently Deceased:  Dennis Hannan 
**********************************************************************
Anniversaries:  Lila Miller (12/12) 

**********************************************************************
Prayers for the Sick: Mike Healy, Hazel Kingston (sister of 
Pat Carson) Tom Nevison, Michael Greene, Brent Horton, 
Marian Bowe, John Grant, John Plowman, Michael Parker, 
Rod Carson, Peter Israel, Sheile Garth-Bowbyes, Joy McCann, 
Naomi Tong, John Malin, Heather Malcomson, June Brodie, 
Allen Murphy, Dan Keating, Arapera Riki, John Zaloum, 
Colleen Parker, Len Gavin, Rosealeen Bradley, Barbara Triska, 
Ann Vaessen, Mandy Lane, Marie Stanford, Richard Orbell, 
John Huggins 

Please note the names of our advertisers & remember to support them. 

Christmas and Holiday Mass Timetable 
Copies of the Christmas and New Year Timetable are now 
available. Please make yourselves familiar with the times for 
Parish Masses from Christmas until 21 January. Please note 
that the last 5pm Sunday Mass for 2022 will be on 
18 December and will resume on Sunday 29  January 2023. 

St Vincent de Paul Taradale 

We will be collecting weekly food donations as in 
previous years (Nov and Dec) for our Christmas Cheer 
Parcels. Thank you in advance for your generosity of 

special deposits into the basket for underprivileged families.  

Last Week’s Collection 
Total $ 7,687 

Sunday Mass Readings 

This Week: Is 35:1-6,10; James 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 
Next Week: Is 7:10-14; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 

Rosary Prayer Meeting 
Join us in Rosary Prayer for the unborn. Every Friday at 
6:00pm (or after Holy Hour on alternate Fridays) in 
St Patrick's Chapel. Families and young people welcome. 

Samoan Divine Mercy Chaplet and Rosary 
Samoan Divine Mercy Chaplet and the Rosary every Sunday 
at 3:00pm at St Thomas More. 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and  
Evening Prayer (Holy Hour) - St Mary’s Church 

Every Wednesday at 4:00pm in St Mary’s Church 

St Thomas More Lotto 2022  
No 36; Buster Harvey 

Congratulations! 

Holy Hour 
You are invited to come and spend some time with Christ in 
Eucharistic adoration. This is held fortnightly at St Patrick’s 
Church on a Friday evening from 5:30pm until 6:30pm. The 
next Holy Hour will be Friday 9th December. 

‘Be still and Know that I am God’ (Psalm 46:10) 

Divine Mercy Prayer 

Divine Mercy Prayer every Monday afternoon in 
St Patrick's Church 1:30pm-2:30pm. “Jesus, I trust in you” 

Join With Friends Praying The Rosary 

Holy Rosary every Friday afternoon in St Patrick's 
Church at 4:45pm.  

EL SHADDAI DWXI-PPFI NAPIER CHAPTER 

We will celebrate our 28th Thanksgiving Anniversary 
on Saturday 21 January 2023. Refreshments will be served 
after the 5.30-6.30pm Mass. 
Please come and join us in the Hannigan Centre.  


