
Minutes, Care of Creation group meeting 

Thursday 22 April, 4.30 – 5.30 pm, 2021 

 

 

Present and apologies: Maree Leatherby (facilitator), Fr Tony Williams SM, Kath Frechtling, Mike 

Perry, Ruth Smithies (minutes). Visitor: John Huggins 

 

1 The meeting opened with prayer (Prayer for our Earth (from Laudato Si')) 

 

2  Minutes of 25 February 2021 were accepted. Action: Ruth to send to COC web pages 

 

  

3 Progress report on R&R tables: 

 

Recycling training session held; Enviro Centre now happy with our sorting with only a few 

mistakes. Scrunch test for foil pill strips. Mike took photos of what could not be recycled for future 

reference. He recommends that we do all the recycling ourselves rather than let parishioners add it 

to the different containers. 

Action: Ruth will add any recycling guidance from the NCC to our web pages. 

 

Seven months review meeting with SvdP set for 20 May, 7 – 8 pm; Kathy Egan will chair. 

 

Action: Mike will send Roster in Word Doc to Kath. 

 

Maree was congratulated on her correspondence  with the “Tasti”  manufacturer on the illegibility 

of their recycling mark. She had received positive responses from them. This is a way in which we 

can encourage manufacturers to change their packaging practices. 

 

 

 

4 Beach clean: 

 

Ruth reported on the March Beach clean and ongoing efforts to coordinate beach clean  areas 

(Anglican EJP, Nat. Aquarium, Sustainable Coastlines and NCC and HBRC staff to be involved). 

 

Only 14 people attended (coinciding with final America's Cup race) but same amont of  rubbish 

collected, followed by shared picnic with Anglican EJP group. 

 

Next  beach clean in Sept/Oct (trying to avoid school holidays). 

 

 

  

5 Promotion: 

 

Discussed ways to get more parishioners involved in COC's work esp. students. Will continue to 

have open invitation to our bi-monthly meetings in parish newsletter. 

 

Handing out of COC's promotional leaflet to be discussed at joint review meeting in May. 

 

Action: all to look at need for updating our promo leaflet. 

 

 



6 Connecting with young people: 

 

Kath wants to encourage and support students to start their own action and ask students what they 

want to change in their day-to-day environmental habits.  Had spoken with Sr Helen. Kath was 

advised to make direct contact with the school. 

 

Action: Mike will speak with Theresa Cowan (science teacher and coordinator of the much 

depleted (2-3 members only) enviro group at Sacred Heart College. 

 

 

 

7  Prayers of the Faithful: 

 

Fr Tony had sent a copy of his prayers to Kath who had used them at StTM's turn (every 3 weeks) 

to write the Prayers for the parish. 

 

Action: Kath will meet with parish secretary Sandra to see how the prayers can also be sent and 

promoted to the St Mary's and St Pats liturgy groups when they have their 3-weekly turn. 

 

 

 

8 Updates on COC's ongoing activities: 

 

Thanks to David Pryor for continuing to write the parish newsletter eco tips; web site maintenance 

in hand; no submissions made in the last 2 months. 

 

 

 

9 Sept 1 – Oct 4: Season of Creation   

 

Decided this will be our main agenda item for the June meeting: how do we want to mark it in the 

parish and on which day? On a Sunday during this period or a separate liturgy on September 1 

(which is the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, instituted by Pope Francis in 2015)? 

Ruth explained some of our previous way of commemorating the Day. The full liturgy of our Prayer 

Service on 1 September 2017 is on our web site. 

 

 

 

10 Next meeting: 24 June, 4.30 – 5.30 pm; Maree offered to again chair 

 

 

The meeting closed with prayer :Prayer of St Francis (from Laudato Si') 


