
Care of Creation, minutes 27 February 2019 meeting 
 

Present: Br Robert, Fr. Tony, David Pryor, Ruth Smithies, Dan Sussmilch 

Apologies: Catherine Holland 
 

Welcome, prayer and previous minutes 

Br Robert as chair welcomed our new member Dan Sussmilch. 

We prayed together Pope Francis' Prayer for Our Earth from LS. 
 

Previous minutes were accepted and under matters arising Ruth mentioned that on behalf 

of COC she had made a short submission on Easter Sunday Trading, highlighting the need 

to reduce consumption and for communal days of rest. 
 

2019 work plan: one off activities 
 

1  Beach clean up on 8 March, 5 – 6.30 as part of Seaweek events 
 

It is the first time that our group/parish is responsible for a stretch on Marine Parade, 

adjacent to the Anglican Cathedral EJP group. We meet with them at the Fish Bike Shed 

and will finish with a shared picnic there. 

Promotion:   

Has been promoted through posters, parish newsletters and data projector. Posters also at 

Sacred Heart College and in their weekly newsletter through Theresa Cowen who leads 

their eco group. Catherine planned to promote it at St Pats school. At least 5 students are 

expected to come. 

As part of the Seaweek activities also on Seaweek web site, facebook, etc. 

Safety issues and briefing of those who come: 

We will use the health and safety template/instructions prepared by overall organisers of 

Seaweek.Will need to take down names, etc. Coote Rd is gathering point in case of tsunami 

warning. Ruth will liaise with Jenny Baker of the Anglican Network about detailsand 

briefing. 

Equipment and shared picnic 

Robert and Ruth will bring extra buckets/old bags and gloves. We will also bring extra food 

for the shared picnic. 
 

We decided that this is a good opportunity to encourage people to consider joining COC, 

and refer to our web pages on the CPoN web site. Action: Ruth 

 

2  World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, September 1 
 

The PP had responded very positively on how this could be celebrated in our parish. This 

year it falls on a Sunday and the focus of the Masses would be Care of God's Creation. 

 



PP is keen to see students involved, especially with the music/hymns/prayers. (Sacred 

Heart at St Pats, 10 am Mass; and Reignier at St Marys at 9 am). He will contact and 

discuss with the principals once the school year is underway. Request Ruth gets the music 

for the hymns sung at the Inner-City Churches Civic Service in early February. 
 

Points made in our discussion: 

1 the hymns, or at least their tune, should be familiar (e.g. “Morning has Broken”); 

2 through Catherine, who is on their BOT, get St Pats school involved in the St TM 8am 

Mass; 

3 try to get St Joseph's involved; they should at least be advised about it. 

Action: Ruth to follow up with PP 

 

3 Eco talk or reflection for the parish 
 

At the invitation of the Parish Faith Formation Team, Fr Peter Healy SM  has agreed to  give 

a reflection weekend on “Our Place in the World” - a phrase from Pope Francis' LS prayer. 

It will be held over two afternoons, 24-25 August, at St Mary's Centre. 

Fr Peter Healy is tasked by the Society of Mary to guide it in the area of eco-conversion. 

The event is the responsibility of the FFT but we may be asked to help with some of the 

organising. 

We decided that for this reason it would be better to move our planned COC meeting 

forward one week to 21 August (see below for new dates). 

 

2019 Work Plan: Ongoing Activities 
 

1  Eco tips in Parish newsletter: David continues with this, cannot control whether they 

will be placed. Has sent in for next month: “Reduce, reuse, recycle, refill” 
 

2  Prayers of the Faithful: Fr. Tony submitted several intercessions; will send in 

additional ones for the Lent period. 
 

3  Our pages on Parish web site: additions sent in by Ruth 
 

4 Eco audit recommendations – COC will continue to watch what is implemented, also 

in relation to St Pats  building plans. 
 

5 No diocesan or universal Church eco initiatives for us to link in at present. 
 

6 Submissions where appropriate:  Fr Tony had looked, at Ruth's suggestion, at the 

Forest and Bird submission to the Napier City Council's review of their 10 year plan. He 

gave a summary of their submission and noted that the debate is not about principles but 

about what NCC's priorities are (what is needed is expenditure on essentials such as town 

water supply infra structure and storm water disposal before frills) 



 

Any other business 

1  Dan with his family will do a beach clean this weekend at Tangoio where it is badly 

needed. 
 

2 The NCC web site still does not have any info on their hazardous wast collection 

dates. 
 

3 At Ruth's request a further change in COC meeting dates was discussed and agreed 

on:   

 New dates: 

 1 May (instead of 24 April); 19 June (instead of 26 June); 

 21 August (instead of 28 August); 16 October (instead of 23 October) 

 Same time and place. 

 She will contact Elaine with the new dates. 

 

Meeting closed with the St Francis “Hymn of Creation” prayer 


